


PLATE 1 

!Erial view of the Lebanon cannery site, from the southwest before construction 
of the new Road 356a. The duplex apartment house, at extreme right, stands on 
the south end of the cannery site. Photo by Tim O'Brien, 1987 

Around 1900, can manufacture became a separate business; canners began buying their cans ready­

made, eliminating the need to maintain a year-found factory. During the first decade of the twentieth 

century, canneries changed. They were no longer year-round operations; only a maintenance crew 

remained on the site over the winter. There was no longer any need for weather-tight factory buildings, 

and canneries could be built more cheaply without can shops. 
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PLATE 2 

tErial view of the Lebanon cannery site, from the southeast, after construction of 
the new Road 356a. The causeway, in foreground, is now connected by a 
footbridge that replaced the iron swing bridge. Photo by Tim O'Brien, 1989. 

These country canneries, established during the first quarter of the twentieth century, represented a 

second growth period in Delmarva canning, which ended with hard economic times, the introduction of 

frozen food technology, industry consolidation, and stricter government regulation. The canner's 

economic niche is now filled by freezer plants or a combination of freezing and canning. 

Today's canning plants run year-round, sometimes bringing frozen product from great distances to 

keep the lines running. They often are managed by people with advanced degrees in engineering and food 
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